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of the ACM History Committee

For the Period:  July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011

Submitted by  Mary Hall, Chair

1.

BASIC INFORMATION
1.1

List of committee members

Mary Hall, Chair, University of Utah, joined in January 2005, chair in January, 2009

Brent Hailpern, SGB Liaison, IBM TJ Watson, joined in October, 2008

Remaining members, in reverse chronological order of joining
Chuck House, Cogswell College, joined in February, 2011
Mary Whitton, University of North Carolina Chapel Hill, joined in May, 2010

Tao Xie, North Carolina State University, joined in May, 2010

Martin Campbell-Kelly, University of Warwick, joined in August, 2009

Tom Misa, Charles Babbage Insitute and University of Minnesota, joined in December, 2008

Len Shustek, Computer History Museum, joined in May, 2005

Carol Hutchins, Courant Institute Library, joined in February, 2005

1.2

Committee charter

Mission statement: to foster preservation and interpretation of the history of the ACM and its role in the development of computing.
1.3

Indicate the organization of the committee into subcommittees or other subunits

The committee is small, so we don’t have subunits.

1.4

List dates of committee meetings.

Teleconferences: 

08/30/10; 09/20/10; 10/27/10; 11/22/10; 12/20/11; 01/20/11; 03/29/11; 04/19/11; 05/26/11 

Annual face-to-face meeting: 

Feb. 24, 2011 at the Computer History Museum, San Jose, CA

2.

PROJECT SUMMARY


List all projects that have been active at any time during the fiscal year.



Title of Project
Responsible
Starting        Status        Funds            Funds



with one or two
    Person           Date  
       
    
Budgeted      Spent


line description
            Turing Award
    all

   2005 
          ongoing
      $10K       unknown

     Website



Curate website for individual Turing Award winners organized by Curator-in-Chief



Research



Fellowship    
   all

  6/01             funded         $5K            $5K


     Fund research to travel to sites or otherwise access archives of ACM docs. 



2011 Awardee: Andrew Russell



Travel



Fellowships
    all

  6/01
        funded         $2.5K each          $5K



Fund research to travel to sites or otherwise access to archives related to ACM Hist. 



2011 Awardees: Ksenia Tatarchenko, Inna Kouper



Oral 


     Histories

Snodgrass
   2004
        ongoing
    $20K         unknown


Commission oral histories of ACM Presidents and others and add to Digital Arch.

3.

PLANS

3.1

List projects that will be completed or terminated in the coming year.  

Last year we decided to initiate oral histories of journal editors-in-chief from CACM and JACM.  We have completed the history of Kelly Gottlieb with respect to CACM and JACM since a previous general oral history had already been completed (CACM editor 1963-1965, JACM editor 1966-1968, interviewed by Mike Williams).  

We have commissioned David Hemmendinger to interview Ray Miller (JACM Editor 1972-1975) and Ed Coffman, Jr. (JACM editor 1976-1978).
3.2

List important changes or milestones in active projects during the coming year.

This year we initiated a major project to transform the Turing Award website into a showcase for ACM and its most significant award. While the most prestigious honor in all of computing, the Turing Award is largely known only to computer professionals.  In preparation for the Turing Centennial Celebration in 2012, this year we proposed and were awarded $100,000 from the ACM Development Fund to commission a world-class website for the Turing Award, which is now well underway.  We have enlisted Michael Williams, Professor Emeritus at University of Calgary, to serve as Curator-in-Chief for this project.  To manage the effort, a subcommittee including Len Shustek, Martin Campbell-Kelly and Brent Hailpern, has been formed to oversee Mike’s activities and provide support when needed.  At the end of June, Mike had solicited quotes from website design firms, discussed the project with the ACM IT staff, and obtained a sample biography on Maurice Wilkes, and wrote a few others to serve as exemplars for other entries.  We plan for the website and a significant number of entries to be completed in time for next summer’s event.
3.3

List new projects or programs which are proposed or contemplated.

In the coming months, we will assemble a plan to commission a serious appraisal of ACM's role in creating, developing, and innovating the field of computing across its six-decade-plus history. We envision a historical study --- resulting in an engagingly written and well-illustrated book, and a series of articles for CACM -- that conveys ACM's development as a computing society and also highlights its members' most significant contributions.  We believe such an effort is possible, and timely, owing to the preparatory oral histories and documentation efforts undertaken by the ACM HC.  The project will involve commissioning a three or four year effort by a professional historian of computing.  

To exploit the power of social networking as a mechanism for communication, we will create a history blog, a place for discussions of ACM history, at historyblog.acm.org.

We have proposed the Mike Mahoney Memorial Colloquium, and plan to continue to discuss how to make this happen, including identifying a funding source.

3.4

List details of plan to increase the diversity of the committee membership

The current composition of the committee is already pretty diverse.  Three out of nine members are female, including the chair.  The geographic distribution includes one international member, two members in the Northeast, two members in the South, three members in the West, and one member in the Midwest.  Five of the members are academics, one is the Chancellor of a university, one works as a librarian in a university institute, one directs a museum, one member is from industry.  Tom Misa is listed as an academic but also works for a historical institute. Most of the members are mid-career to senior, but this year we added Tao Xie, a recently tenured academic, to our membership to bring in the next generation of ACM member.  When the next committee member retires, another industry representative might be desirable.  

4.

COMMENTS
It is important to note that many things the History Committee does do not require a budget, but simply leverage the expertise in the committee to advise ACM and associates of ACM on how to properly handle historical documents and information.  I’ll cite a few examples from this year.

We received from ACM a note about Ben Schneiderman’s archive of SIGCHI photographs, a similar request to one last year about Bob Ashenhurst.  In response to this request, we created some guidelines for what to do with archives upon retirement, which we plan to make widely available this year.

We encouraged the SIGs to create timelines of their organizations, to be posted on the History Committee website.  At present, these timelines are SIGART, SIGCSE, SIGOPS, SIGPLAN, SIGSOFT and SIGUCCS, and several other SIGs have created history websites or engaged in other history projects over the past year.

APPENDIX



Address list of all committee members



Name: Mary Hall








Address: School of Computing, University of Utah; 50 S. Central Campus Dr.; 

Salt Lake City, UT 84103



Phone: 801-585-1039



Fax:  801-581-5843



Email: mhall@cs.utah.edu



Responsibility within the Committee:  Chair

Name:
Brent Hailpern









Address: IBM Thomas J. Watson Research Center; P. O. Box 704;

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598-0704


Phone: 914-784-6821


Fax: 



Email: bth@us.ibm.com



Responsibility within the Committee: SIG Governing Board Liaison

Name:
Chuck House









Address: Cogswell Polytechnical College, 1175 Bordeaux Drive; 

Sunnyvale, CA 94089 


Phone: 408-541-0100,x133


Fax: 



Email: chouse@cogswell.edu



Responsibility within the Committee: Member at large

Name: Mary Whitton










Address: Department of Computer Science, University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, 256 Sitterson Hall, CB #3175, Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3175



Phone: (919) 962-1950


Fax: (919) 962-1799


Email: whitton@cs.unc.edu



Responsibility within the Committee: SIG representative

Name:
Tao Xie







Address: Dept. of Computer Science, North Carolina State University; 2278 EBII, 
890 Oval Drive; Campus Box 8206; Raleigh, NC 
27695-8206



Phone: (919) 515-3772



Fax:     (919) 515-7896 


Email: xie@csc.ncsu.edu



Responsibility within the Committee: SIG representative

Name:
 Martin Campbell-Kelly









Address: Department of Computer Science, University of Warwick;

Coventry CV4 7AL; United Kingdom



Phone: +44 2476523193


Fax:



Email: m.campbell-kelly@warwick.ac.uk



Responsibility within the Committee: Historian

Name:
 Tom Misa







Address: Charles Babbage Institute; 211 Andersen Library; 222 - 21st Avenue

 
South; University of Minnesota; Minneapolis, MN 55455



Phone: (612) 624-5050 



Fax:



Email: tmisa@umn.edu



Responsibility within the Committee: Historian / CBI Liaison

Name:
Len Shustek










Address: Computer History Museum; 1401 N. Shoreline Blvd; 
Mountain View, CA 94043



Phone: (650) 810-1010


Fax:



Email: shustek@computerhistory.org



Responsibility within the Committee: CHM Liaison

Name:
Carol Hutchins









Address: Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences Library; Warren Weaver 
Hall, 12th Floor; 251 Mercer Street; New York, NY 10012



Phone: (212) 998-3314



Fax:



Email: hutchins@nyu.edu



Responsibility within the Committee: ACM Publications Board Representative

