ANNUAL REPORT

of the ACM HISTORY COMMITTEE

For the Period:  July 1, 2007 - June 30, 2008

        Submitted by  Richard Snodgrass and David S. Wise, co-chairs

1. BASIC INFORMATION

1.1 Members

Richard Snodgrass (Co-Chair) (Joined October 2003)

David S. Wise (Co-Chair) (Joined October 2003)

William Aspray (Joined December 2003)

Mary Hall, SGB Liaison (Joined January 2005)

Carol Hutchins, Pubs Board Liaison (Joined February 2005)

Len Shustek (Joined May 2005)

Michael S. Mahoney (Joined December 2003)* [Please refer to item 5b]

Patricia Ryan, ACM HQ Representative (Joined December 2003)

Staff

Rosemary McGuinness, ACM staff contact for logistics (Joined January 2005)

Jesse Tadlock, Webmaster (Joined November 2006)

Matt Cleveland, Webmaster (Joined January 2008)

Monique Chang, ACM staff contact for logistics (Joined December 2003)

1.2 Current Charter

The History Committee fosters collection, preservation, and interpretation

of the history of the ACM and its role in the development of computing. To

this end, the committee provides guidance within the Association and carries

out activities independently and in collaboration with other groups.

1.3 Subcommittees

While the History Committee includes liaisons to the SIG Governing Board and

the Publications Board, it does not have any standing subcommittees.

One ad hoc subcommittee, the Archive subcommittee (chaired by David S. Wise,

with members Mary Hall, Carol Hutchins, Mike Mahoney, Pat Ryan, and Rick

Snodgrass) came into being in January 2007 and completed its work on July 2,

2007.

1.4 Committee Meetings

2007 August 23:    Conference Call

2007 September 20: Conference Call

2007 October 18:   Conference Call

2007 November 8:   Conference Call

2007 December 6:   Conference Call

2008 January 17:   Conference Call

2008 February 11:  Face-to-Face Meeting, Chicago, IL  (co-located with SGB)

2008 March 20:     Conference Call

2008 April 17:     Conference Call

2008 May, 22:      Conference Call

2007 May 4, 2007   Conference Call on Archive by ad-hoc Archive Subcommittee

See the web for public minutes and the internal pages (which should

also be accessible by Council members) for details.

2. PROJECT SUMMARY

The external web pages list completed projects; the internal pages list

projects in progress and action items, both in progress and completed.

Title of Project   Responsible  Starting    Status      Funds        FY08

       

    Person       
  Date  
                   Budgeted    Expenditure

----------------   ----------   
-------   
------        --------     -----

1. Oral Histories  Snodgrass    2005      Ongoing       $55k         $29.4k

2. ACM Archive     Wise         2005      2008Jul       $63k       Completed                                          

   closed                    
    in FY09

3. Committee Web   Snodgrass 2005      Ongoing        $ 1k         $ 1.7k

   Site

4. Turing Award    Wise         2003      Ongoing        HQ            HQ

   Web site

5. Committee Opn.  Wise         annual    Ongoing        $ 7k         $ 3.2k

The following oral histories were completed this year.

* Paul Abrahams, by Arthur Nordberg.

* Peter Denning, by Arthur Norberg (still being edited)

* Fran Allen, by Guy Steele  (still being edited).

* Kelly Gotlieb, by Mike Williams.

* Irene Hollister, by Jennifer Light

* Peter Naur, by Gerard Alberts (being transcribed)

This year Jesse Tadlock, the new webmaster, worked hard on the History

Committee web site (http://history.acm.org) to enable its database-enabled

features to be used by other ACM bodies. We will be initially applying this

approach to SIGMOD, to Transactions on Database Systems (TODS),

and to ACM Council. Our goal is to 

present an example to the other units of ACM of how to maintain historical

information about that unit for use by ACM's leadership and by future

historians.

The other webmaster, Matt Cleveland, has been putting the Council Actions

into a searchable action-and-policy database.

Rick Snodgrass is working with Paul McJones and Jeffrey Xu on the Turing

Award web pages of Charles Bachman, Jim Gray, and Ted Codd, respectively,

attempting to come up with a common format and process that can be used with

other awardees. At that point, other SIG volunteers can become involved.

ACM HQ (Wayne Graves) established a Digital Archive for SIGs and committees

at the request of the History Committee, so to collect electronic

material, like the web presences of ACM conferences.

3. PLANS

3.1 Project to be Completed

Bidding and contracting of the (paper) ACM Archive at the University

of Minnesota, Charles Babbage Institute

ACM HQ is to sign the contract.

ACM has allocated $63K for this important project.

      (Documents transferred and fee paid in FY09:  2008July).

3.2 Active Projects

The committee plans to commission a few more presidential and volunteer

interviews.

The web site will be enhanced to have more database-driven content and will

be broadened to other ACM bodies: ACM Council, EC, SIGMOD, and TODS.

We are ramping up interactions with the Pubs Board on several issues,

including a retention policy for reviews in ManuscriptCentral. We hope to

colocate our in-person meeting this fall with the Pubs Board.

3.3 New Projects

A proposed project for the coming year is to work with a SIG to develop a

SIG history.

3.4  Diversity on this committee group

Mary Hall, a newer member, continues to promote the History Committee

to the SIG chairs and SIG History Directors, from whom future members

of the committee will be drawn.

As the committee has been active for almost four years now, it is time for

some fresh faces on the committee, including a new chair and new

members. This will be a priority over the next year.

4. COMMENTS

We anticipate the transfer of documents to the nascent ACM Archive

and their curation there.  We are also happy with the growing body of

interviews.  We need to get the community of historians engaged in the telling

of ACM's story. Through these efforts, we are assembling a critical mass of

source historical material that will enable historians to analyze and

to organize a coherent history of ACM and its role in the history of

computing and information technology.

5.  FY09 news

This report is written early in FY09, and so it allows for timely reporting

of two significant events after this FY08 reporting period:

  5a.  As mentioned above in 3.1, the contract with Charles Babbage Institute

    was executed and paid in July 2008, and the initial documents were

    transferred then, as well.

  5b.  With sadness we report the untimely death of Michael S. Mahoney

    on 2008 July 23.  He was a most valuable member of this committee

    and his wise counsel will be sorely missed.

APPENDIX  Contact Information

Richard Snodgrass  (co-chair)

Department of Computer Science

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721-0077

rts-at-cs.arizona.edu

http://www.cs.arizona.edu/people/rts/

David S. Wise  (co-chair)

Computer Science Department

Indiana University

Bloomington, IN 47405-7104

dswise-at-acm.org

http://www.cs.indiana.edu/~dswise/

William Aspray

Rudy Professor of Informatics

School of Informatics

Indiana University

Bloomington, IN 47408-3912

waspray-at-indiana.edu

Mary Hall

Advanced Systems Division

USC Information Sciences Institute

Marina del Rey, CA 90292-6695

mhall-at-isi.edu

http://www.isi.edu/~mhall/

Carol Hutchins

Courant Institute of Mathematical Sciences Library

Warren Weaver Hall, 12th Floor

251 Mercer Street

New York, NY 10012

hutchins-at-nyu.edu

Len Shustek

Chairman, Computer History Museum

1401 N. Shoreline Blvd

Mountain View, CA 94043

shustek-at-computerhistory.org

+---------------------------------+

| Michael S. Mahoney              |

| Program in History of Science   |

| Department of History           |

| Princeton University            |

| 303 Dickinson Hall              |

| Princeton, NJ 08544             |

| mike-at-princeton.edu           |

| http://www.princeton.edu/~mike/ |

+---------------------------------+

Patricia Ryan

Deputy Executive Director/Chief Operating Officer

Office of the Deputy Executive Director

ACM Association for Computing

1515 Broadway

New York, NY 10036-5701

ryan_p-at-acm.org

Rosemary McGuinness

Manager

Office of Policy and Administration

Association for Computing Machinery

1515 Broadway

New York, NY 10036-5701

mcguinness-at-acm.org

Jesse Tadlock 

Computer Science / Management Information Systems Major

Department of Computer Science / Eller College of Management

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721-0077

jtadlock-at-email.arizona.edu

Monique Chang 

Human Resources Director

Office of the Deputy Executive Director

ACM

chang-at-hq.acm.org
