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1. Governance

1.1 The SIG Governing Board (SGB)

The SGB is comprised of the chief executive officer or designee of each regular SIG.  The SGB is charged with forming SIGs, with managing them and setting policies for their management, and with recommending their dissolution. The SGB elects a Chair, Executive Committee and 3 additional representatives to Council.  

1.2 The SGB EC

The SGB elects a Chair and an Executive Committee, which has full authority to act on behalf of the SGB between its meetings. The SGB EC is bound by the SGB’s actions and the SGB may override any decision of the SGB EC. The SGB EC is made up of the following positions:


SGB Chair


SGB Past Chair

Vice Chair for Operations – Presides over SGB meeting, including SGB EC conference calls

Vice Chair for SIG Development – Identifies emerging technical areas, oversees transitional SIGs, the SGB Information Director, SGB committees, and SIG Liaisons to ACM Boards.

Secretary – Acts as elections advisor, policy advisor and financial and budgetary advisor

Conference Advisor – Oversees issues related to conferences as directed by the SGB

Large SIG Advisor – Acts as liaison for large SIG issues

Small SIG Advisor – Acts as liaison for small SIG issues

Publications Advisor – Acts as liaison between SGB and Publications Board

Director of SIG Services – Staff liaison

During FY’08 the following individuals held the positions indicated:

Name


Position




Term End

Joseph Konstan
            Chair





July 1, 2008

Robert Walker    
Past Chair




July 1, 2008
Julie Jacko          
Conference Advisor



July 1, 2009
Jamie Callan        
Vice Chair for SIG Development


July 1, 2009
Jack Davidson         
Small SIG Advisor



July 1, 2008
Vicki Hanson
             Vice Chair for Operations


July 1, 2009
Diana Marculescu      
Secretary




July 1, 2008
G. Scott Owen   
Large SIG Advisor



July 1, 2008
Jack Davidson

Publications Advisor



July 1, 2011
Donna Cappo

Staff Liaison


1.3 Council Representatives

The SGB elects 3 representatives to the ACM council for two-year terms. 

During FY’07 the following individuals held the ACM Council positions indicated:

Name


Position



Term End

Joseph A. Konstan    
SGB Chair



July 1, 2008
             Norm Jouppi

SGB Representative


July 1, 2009
Robert Walker    
SGB Representative


July 1, 2008

Alexander Wolf  
SGB Representative 


July 1, 2009

1.4 Standing Committees

The SGB is responsible for the oversight of the Federated Computing Research Conference Steering Committee currently Chaired by Daniel Menasce.

1.5 Significant SGB actions

The SGB congratulated the Computer Science Teachers Association (CSTA) on its accomplishments over the past three years, and allocated funding from DL revenue to support the CSTA. The SGB funding shall be annually renewable, for a period of 6 years, subject to yearly presentations to the SGB by CSTA leader ship and review by the SGB.

1.6 Miscellaneous Appointments

The SGB liaisons are either the Chairs of the corresponding ACM Board or Committee or have joint appointments with the corresponding ACM Board or Committee. This includes the Education Advisor, the Publications Board Liaison, the Membership Activities Board Liaison and the Awards Committee Liaison.

Name


Position



Term End



Terry Coatta

Membership Activities Board Liaison
Acting

Jack Davidson

Publications Board Liaison

July 1, 2011
Andrew McGettrick
Education Board Liaison


              Daniel Menasce             FCRC Steering Comm. Chair

July 1, 2011
1.7 SGB Nominating Committee

The SGB Nominating Committee nominates candidates for the SGB EC, in addition to nominating candidates for SGB Chair and SGB Representatives to ACM Council. The nominating committee: 

Name


Position



Term End

Robert Walker   
Past SGB Chair



July 1, 2008
Joseph Konstan            SGB Chair



July 1, 2008
Donna Cappo
            Staff Liaison 

2. SIGs and SIG Membership

Appendix A summarizes basic SIG Statistics for FY’08. Included are member and subscriber totals, newsletter and proceedings activity, and conference involvement.

2.1 Membership Counts by class of membership:





FY’06                 FY’07

FY’08
ACM/SIG Members

34,279

33,937
            33,544
SIG Only Members

10,040

10,554

 9,519
Subscribers


 2,397

 2,300

 2,019
Total SIG Memb/Subs

46,716

46,791
            45,082
Total ACM Members

80,832

82,791
            89,301
The SIGs overall member/subscriber count is 45,082 as compared to 46,791 in FY’07. 

2.2 Membership Renewal Rates

Membership renewal rates are indicators of several realities, including 1) the degree to which members are satisfied with the services they are receiving as a result of membership and 2) the rate at which individuals are leaving the technical specialty.

The SIGs with the highest retention are:
The SIGs with the lowest retention are:
Ada

82%




APP

38%

CSE

80%




IR

56%

METRICS
80%




EVO

57%

COMM  
79%




Ecom

59%




OPS

79%




CHI

62%

3. New SIG Formation and Dissolution

The SGB received a proposal to create a new SIG in Spatial Information, SIGSpatial, which was chartered at the Spring 2008 SGB meeting and began operating in March 2008. 

The SGB recommended that SIGAPL be dechartered and that the SIGAPL leadership work with the SIGPLAN leadership to hold the APL’xx conference under SIGPLAN sponsorship as well as continue SIGAPL’s newsletter and other activities. The SGB thanked the current SIGAPL leadership, and commended them for their efforts to reengage the ACM community interested in array programming languages. SIGAPL was dissolved effective June 2008.

4. SIG Program Reviews and Annual Reports


4.1 Program Reviews

Every 4 years the SIG Chairs are required to provide a short presentation including a question and answer period during the SIG Chairs meeting. This presentation is intended to show that the SIG is viable and meeting its mission. The endorsement from the SGB to continue the SIGs status is based on a growing or stable membership, solid finances, healthy conferences, and publications or other member benefits being delivered and well received by members. 

The SGB conducted 4 full program reviews during the year: SIGDOC, SIGEVO and SIGMOBILE were deemed viable under existing criteria.

SIGAPL was dechartered.

4.2 Annual Reports

Annual reports for FY’08 were received from:

SIGACCESS, SIGACT, SIGAda, SIGAPP, SIGARCH, SIGART, SIGBED, SIGCAS, SIGCOMM, SIGCSE, SIGDA, SIGDOC, SIGecom, SIGEVO, SIGGRAPH, SIGIR, SIGITE, SIGKDD, SIGMETRICS, SIGMICRO, SIGMIS,  SIGMOBILE, SIGMOD, SIGMM, SIGOPS, SIGPLAN, SIGSAC, SIGSAM, SIGSIM, SIGSOFT, SIGUCCS, SIGWEB.
5. SIG Technical Highlights

The strength of the SIGs lies in their technical excellence. Once again we have seen a continued growth in conferences, improvements in publications, innovations in many areas, expansion of the awards program, increased attention to educational activities and increased cooperative efforts among the SIGs. The following excerpts from the FY’07 SIG Annual Reports detail only some of the outstanding activities going on in the SIG Community. I urge you to review the individual SIG Annual reports, which can be found in Appendix D.

5.1 Electronic Community
The SIGACCESS website maintains repository of information about Ph.D. and Master’s theses related to assistive technologies, computer access, and the application of computing and information technology in solving relevant disability problems. This site can be used not only to learn about this work (sometimes in advance of its publication), but also as a resource for locating universities and faculty active in the area.   Students wishing to publish their work can find an online submission form on the website.
A major makeover of the SIGSAM website was undertaken. See http://www.sigsam.org. The new site incorporates all the old content in a more structured way, and adds a large amount of new content, which will be very useful to those in the field.  This includes subscription calendars of events (Google and iCal), newsfeeds, new Ph.D. abstracts, job opportunity listings, and extensive archives of conference, journal and books related to the discipline.
The SIGART Web site has been revamped with a new design and new contents.  They have added a wiki page to the site for the members to communicate and share information.

5.2 Publications

SIGCOMM’s Computer Communications Review has shown an increase in readership as well as an increase in rankings.  The mixture of peer-reviewed papers and the Editorial Zone (less formal communications including "top ten favorite papers" columns and a humor column) has kept the 
publication vibrant and interesting.

Several SIGs have established committees and criteria for the nomination of their best papers for inclusion in the newly revamped CACM and are pleased that many of those nominations have been accepted into the pipeline for future publication.

SIGPLAN is experimenting with changing the format of SIGPLAN Notices to give space to a variety of workshops to publicize their activities.  They plan to publish paper abstracts, one or two "best papers" as chosen by workshop program committees or participants, and columns describing the event and interesting happenings, depending upon the interests of workshop organizers.  

SIGSOFT has now moved solidly over to digital publishing.  For the second year the ICSE proceedings were made available on a USB memory stick, financed by a corporate donation to the conference.  ESEC/FSE 2007 took a digital publication approach as well.  
SIGACT helped launch the new ACM Transactions on Computation Theory. 

5.3 Technical Meetings
SIGAPP held SAC 2008 in South America for the first time to further develop participation from researchers in this region of the world. SAC 2008 was held in Fortaleza, Brazil, March 16-20, 2008, hosted by the University of Fortaleza and the Federal University of Ceara.  Thanks to a great organizing committee, it was extremely successful.  The number of SAC papers submitted was all all-time record 1307 in 45 tracks with 384 papers accepted based upon extensive Track reviews, for a 29% ratio. The poster session featured 73 posters. 

SIGARCH is a cosponsor of the Conference on Architectural Support for Programming Languages and Operating Systems, commonly known as ASPLOS, along with SIGPLAN and SIGOPS. The conference had been held biannually since 1982, alternating its location between San Jose and Boston.  Starting in 2008 the conference will be held annually, due to recent increased interdisciplinary work in hardware/software tradeoffs for multicores, virtualization support, etc.
SIGSAC launched its fourth major conference, on Wireless Network Security (WISEC), in Alexandria, Virginia, on March 31-April 2, 2008. This conference merged two successful ACM workshops, namely WiSe (held in conjunction with Mobicom) and SASN (held in conjunction with CCS) in the US, and a successful European workshop (ESAS) held in conjunction with ESORICS in Europe. The location of this conference will alternate between US and Europe every other year. 

SIGCSE's 2008 summer conference on Innovation and Technology in Computer Science Education was held in Madrid.  This conference's attendance met or exceeded previous records; these numbers were incredible in spite of a falling dollar and increased expenses. In one of the daily keynote speeches, Wendy Hall (Southampton University) emphasized the interdisciplinary nature of a web permeated world and its impact on education, just days before she assumed the presidency of the ACM.
5.4 Professional Recognition/Awards

Sponsors
Award
Awardee

ACCESS

SIGACCESS Best Paper Award
Matt Huenerfauth, Liming Zhao,
                                                                                                                                    Erdan Gu, Jan Allbeck


SIGACCESS Best Student Paper Award
Karyn Moffatt, Joanna McGrenere
ACT

Godel Prize (with EATCS)                       
Dan Spielman, Shang-Hua Teng                                                                                                                               

                                Danny Lewin Best Student Paper Award
Prasad Raghavendra
                                SIGACT Distinguished Service Award
Dick Karp
                                
Edsger W. Dijkstra Prize in                                             


Distributed Computing                          
Cynthia Dwork, Nancy Lynch, 
                                (with SIGOPS)                                                                            Larry Stockmeyer  

Ada           
SIGAda Outstanding Ada Community Contribution 
  Karl Nyberg, Jean-Pierre Rosen, 

                                                                                                                                   The GNAT Team

ARCH

Eckert-Mauchly Award



  (co-sponsored with IEEE CS)              
David Patterson

                Maurice Wilkes Award
Sarita Adve
                           
Influential ISCA Paper         
Maurice Herlihy, J. Eliot B. Moss
                                SIGARCH Distinguished Service Award
Alan Berenbaum
ART                        
 Autonomous Agents Research Award   
Yoav Shoham

BED                          Frank Anger Memorial Award (with SIGSOFT)                        Gabor Madl
CAS

SIGCAS  Making a Difference Award
Jim Thatcher


SIGCAS  Outstanding Service Award
Herman Tavani
COMM

SIGCOMM Lifetime Achievement Award
Don Towsley                                   
                 

CSE
SIGCSE Award for Outstanding Contributions to

                                Computer Science Education
Randy Pausch

The SIGCSE Lifetime Service Award
Dennis Frailey
DA
ACM/IEEE William J.  McCalla ICCAD Best Paper Award
Sushu Zhang, Karam S. Chatha 


SIGDA Distinguished Service Award
SungKyu Lim 
                                SIGDA Outstanding New Faculty Award
Subhasish Mitra
DOC
Diana Award
Laboratory for Usability Testing and    

                                                                                                                                   Evaluation / LUTE
GRAPH
SIGGRAPH Computer Graphics Achievement Award
Greg Ward


Significant New Researcher Award
Ravi Ramamoorthi                                                         
                                Steven Anson Coons Award
Nelson Max
KDD                        SIGKDD Innovation Award                         
Usama Fayyad
                               SIGKDD Service Award
Robert Grossman
METRICS  
SIGMETRICS Achievement Award                                     
Erol Gelenbe
                                SIGMETRICS Rising Star Researcher Award
Devavrat Shah
 
                Kenneth C. Sevcik Outstanding Student Paper Award
  Rade Stanojevic
 
MIS                     
Magid Igbaria Outstanding Conference Paper Award        
Eileen M. Trauth,Jeria L. Quesenberry,                 
                                                                                                                                  Haiyan Huang, and Stephen McKnight 
MOBILE                    SIGMOBILE Outstanding Contribution Award
David E. Culler
MOD                       SIGMOD Contributions Award                 
Klaus R. Dittrich
                               SIGMOD Edgar F. Codd Innovations Award   
Moshe Y. Vardi                                

                               Alberto Mendelzon Test of Time Award                                      Serge Abiteboul, Oliver M. Duschka,

                                                                                                                                    Phokion G. Kolaitis, Moshe Y. Vardi

                               SIGMOD Dissertation Award  
Ariel Fuxman
                               SIGMOD Test of Time Award
William W. Cohen                                                                                                   
OPS                         Mark Weiser Award   
Peter Chen
PLAN
ACM SIGPLAN PL Achievement Award      
Barbara Liskov                                                                                                                                                                                      

SIGPLAN Distinguished Service Award
Michael Burke
                         SIGPLAN Outstanding Doctoral Dissertation Award                  (2006) Xiangyu Zhang




(2007) Swarat Chaudhuri

Most Influential ICFP Paper Award
(1996) Julia L. Lawall, 

                                                                                                                                     Harry G. Mairson


(1997) Conal Elliott, Paul Hudak


Most Influential OOPSLA Paper Award
David Grove, Greg DeFouw,
                                                                                                                                   Jeffrey Dean, Craig Chambers

                                Most Influential POPL Paper Award                                           Greg Morrisett, David Walker, 
                                                                                                                                    Karl Crary,  Neal Glew

                               Most Influential  PLDI Paper Award                                             Matteo Frigo, Charles E. Leiserson, 
                                                                                                                                    Keith H. Randall                                
SAC   
SIGSAC Outstanding Contribution Award  
Sushil Jajodia

                           
SIGSAC Outstanding Innovation Award
Martin Abadi

SAM
ISSAC Distinguished Paper Prize
Hongbo Li
                                ISSAC Distinguished Student Author Prize
Marc Dohm
SIM
Distinguished Contribution Award  
David M. Nicol

SOFT
ACM SIGSOFT Distinguished Service Award
John Knight


Outstanding Research Award
Axel van Lamsweerde
UCCS                      SIGUCCS Penny Crane Award 
Dennis Mar
WEB                        Vannevar Bush Award (with SIGIR)    
                                  Catherine C. Marshall
                               Douglas C. Engelbart Award           
(2007) m. c. schraefel 



(2008) Xiaolin Shi, Matthew Bonner, 
                                                                                                                                  Lada Adamic, Anna Gilbert
                               Theodor Holm Nelson Award
(2007) Elizabeth Brown

                  

                                                                                   (2008) Klaas Dellschaft, Steffen Staab

5.5 Educational Programs and Special Projects
The Committee for the Advancement of Theoretical Computer Science (CATCS) sponsored by SIGACT has been very active this past year.  The committee meets by conference call every two weeks and has developed and executed action plans increase the visibility of theoretical computer science and to increase the funding base for theory of computation at the NSF.   The Committee has helped advise the NSF CISE Assistant Director on several matters including recruiting for positions within CISE and restructuring the organization.
SIGPLAN runs the PAC Program, which provides scholarships to attend conferences to students, members who need travel companions (parents of small children and people with disabilities) to attend events, and members who often have to travel extreme distances to attend SIGPLAN meetings (i.e., people in Australia, Asia, etc).
A regular program at the annual SIGMOD conference is a “Life after Graduation” panel, which is widely attended.  This is designed as an informal forum in which recent graduates who have taken up positions within research organizations or academia can get support and advice from peers and senior colleagues.

Next year is SIGCAS’ 40th anniversary – a committee of past chairs has been assembled to map out events to commemorate this important event.  SIGCAS will produce a print issue of Computers & Society featuring a retrospective on the SIG’s life and contributions, as well as on the contributions of members and past award winners.

SIGCSE has funding available “to support members who wish to investigate and introduce new ideas in the learning and teaching of computing."  Grants are possible up to $5,000 USD per proposal, and successful recipients are expected to present their results at a SIGCSE conference. 

5.6 International Activities
SIGOPS encourages participation in conferences and career building activities for young members of the community.  For example, over 100 travel grants were provided this year for students to attend the SOSP conference and the associated Women’s workshop, with many of these grants targeted at women and underrepresented minorities.  As another example, a shadow program committee for SOSP was run under the sponsorship of our European chapter to give post docs and new faculty members experience participating on a PC. 
SIGMIS continues to fund the attendance of the ACM's representative for one of the annual meetings of IFIP to promote involvement among the membership of SIGMIS and IFIP.

The ACM and the IEEE Computing Society are founders of the International Federation for Information Processing (IFIP).  IFIP acts on behalf of member societies in carrying out international cooperation to advance the information processing profession

One of the major objectives of the ACM SIGGRAPH Education Committee is to help establish a worldwide network of computer graphics educators. The Education Committee began its international activities in 1991, by appointing an International Representative in South America. Its worldwide connections and activities have substantially grown since then. Today the Education Committee is truly multinational and cross-cultural, with volunteer members from North and South America, Asia and Europe, thus creating a much wider educational network.
5.7 Collaborative Efforts
SIGCAS has continued to pursue collaborative activities with SIGCSE, and through a very popular Birds of a Feather BOF session, has had a formal and visible presence at the SIGCSE Symposium for the past three years.
In 2008, SIGMOD, SIGKDD, SIGIR and SIGWEB co-sponsored the First ACM International Conference on Web Search and Data Mining (WSDM, http://www.wsdm08.org), which was very successful.  The interdisciplinary nature of Web search and data mining led to the creation of WSDM.  151 papers were submitted and 24 papers were accepted.  The conference had 239 attendees and a healthy surplus of $52,452.

SIGART co-sponsored, with AAAI, the SIGART/AAAI Doctoral Consortium. The Doctoral Consortium, held in conjunction with the AAAI conference, provides an opportunity for a group of Ph.D. students to discuss and explore their research interests and career objectives with a panel of established AI researchers.  This year 51 students applied, 15 of which were accepted. The students accepted were from the US, Germany, Israel, Canada, and Italy. Ten mentors were assigned to them for two days of presentations and discussion.
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